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A message from Dominic Bruce-Binney
Hi Friends,
My family and I would like to sincerely thank you all for your interest and support in joining us on our
journey to rediscover and revive Wolfhall.
We are still at the very beginning of our mission and although we have an incredibly large task ahead of
us I am certain that with the continued hard work, passion and incredible generosity already displayed
by so many that we will succeed and fulfil our dreams to transform the gardens into the remarkably
loved and cherished wonders they were in times past, open and available for all to enjoy. To continue
our quest to discover and share all we can find with our archaeological and historical investigations and
eventually have a museum/exhibition space on site to display these new finds and more.

An Elizabeth I silver sixpence from 1562 discovered recently at Wolfhall

Thank you to everyone that attended our exhibition day (see article and images below) and evening talk
at the village hall during Burbage Gala Week and many thanks to Gavin and the staff for hosting us.
My initial fears of having lots of empty chairs and a low turnout were quickly replaced with the worry of
not having enough space for everyone and the horror of having to turn people away. Thankfully we
managed to get everyone inside either seated or standing. The talk by Graham was fantastic like they
always are.
It was very touching to meet so many friends and neighbours of Wolfhall past and present. I was very
happy to hear such lovely stories about the Manor house, the farm, my Grandparents and some of the
characters that lived in the area going back to as far as the 1920s and 30s. I was told that during that
period the spinney to the North of Wolfhall Manor was so beautiful. The large amounts of flowers and
brilliant white fencing was said to be absolutely stunning. Unfortunately like parts of the walled garden
and some outbuildings it has suffered extensive damage over the years especially from storms in the
1980s and 1990s. Many of the trees were lost and much of the fencing was destroyed. I am so looking
forward to seeing this area restored and given the attention it deserves. It is also arguably the spot with
the nicest view looking north over the valley and where you see the classic very picturesque view of the
brilliant ‘Lawndry’ house and its superb chimney stack.
In August we were blessed to have the incredibly talented Historian and Author Alison Weir at Wolfhall's
Open Day (see images below) for a talk and signing of her fantastic book 'Jane Seymour - The Haunted
Queen'. I was very happy we could be the venue for such a wonderful event it was very special to be
among so many people that shared such a love for history, the Tudor period, Queen Jane and the other
wives of King Henry VIII. Alison is another among many that keep our history alive and
remembered. My family and I are very thankful to all the volunteers that helped make it such a great
day.
In the coming months I hope to share more of our work and progress with an increase in content
uploaded to our website and social media platforms with even more pictures, articles and some
vlog/mini documentary videos.

All the best,
Dominic Bruce-Binney

A message from Dee Atkinson, Chair of the Friends of Wolfhall
Dear Friends,
Well, what a year it has been thus far. Firstly I would just like to say, a huge thank you, to all of you for
joining the ' Family ' on this incredible journey. It will be one, that I can assure you that will be
remembered for a very long time.
The thought of being part of a project, of such a house / home that so many people ' World wide ' know
of, is just so overwhelming. I often walk in the gardens thinking to myself, I may just be walking in the
same steps as both Henry and Jane !! I wonder if you have also thought the same when you have
visited and walked in those gardens ?
Last week we welcomed a large group of people from ' Historic Houses ' (formerly the HHA). I would
like to take this opportunity, to thank those who kindly helped with this visit.
I appreciate this is a short segment, but Dominic has kindly covered all of what has taken place since
the last ' Newsletter ' but please be assured your kindness and interest of becoming a ' Friend ' is so
much appreciated.
Kindest regards,
Dee
Best-selling author Nicola Cornick visits Wolfhall

In May we welcomed best-selling author Nicola Cornick to Wolfhall. Her latest book, The Phantom
Tree, is set at Wolfhall as well as Marlborough, Savernake Forest and nearby Littlecote House. Read
what Nicola had to say about her visit...
Long before Hilary Mantel made the name “Wolf Hall” famous all over again in her Booker prize winning novel, many
readers like myself had lapped up stories of the Seymour family in the writing of authors such as Jean Plaidy and any
number of books about the wives of Henry VIII. Wolfhall is an iconic name that has been in my imagination for as long as
I’ve been reading historical fiction and romance. When I wrote The Phantom Tree, about Mary Seymour, the daughter of
Thomas Seymour and Catherine Parr, it felt appropriate to set part of it at Wolfhall and draw on that rich history.
You can imagine then my state of over-excitement when I received an invitation to visit the real Wolfhall. For a long time I
th

had believed like so many people that the original medieval manor had been lost, demolished in the later 16 century
when the Seymours built a new, grander house a few miles away. To discover that part of the Tudor house still stood on
the site of the original manor was amazing news.

I set off on my adventure on a day in early May. The route took me through the ancient Savernake Forest which even
today is a very atmospheric place to visit with its enormous oak trees and grand avenues. There’s something about
forests that lends them to mystery and history. They feel like wild and lawless places where the past is only a step away.
The fact that there is a house called Wolfhall in an old forest conjures up the image of packs of wolves slinking between
the trees… Except that Wolfhall was actually named after the Saxon personal name Ulfela. Oh well, you can’t have
everything.
My satnav takes me to exactly the right place and there I see what looks like a very elegant Georgian house, and Debs
Melsom of the Wolfhall Advisory Group waiting for me. After a chat and a cup of tea with the Wolfhall Advisory Group
about the work they are doing to restore the house and garden, and to excavate the parts of the Tudor manor that have
been lost, it’s time for the tour. I must admit that I had a whole other-worldy feeling at actually being somewhere I had
read about in so many novels. It was unreal in the best, possible way.
Outside, where the Friends are sowing the wildflower meadow and have plans to restore the gardens, you can clearly
see the Tudor part of the house. This survived when a great deal of the original manor was demolished. Over the years a
Georgian wing was built on plus some Victorian additions. Excitingly, the archaeological work in the garden trenches has
th

not only revealed other Tudor foundations but also some medieval glass from the 14 century.
Inside the house has a definite atmosphere. It’s not unfriendly but it’s very strong. Standing at the base of the stair, which
is in the same position as the Tudor staircase once stood, I feel a whisker away from the past. I’m told, however, that the
biggest clue to the scale and design of the house lies beneath our feet. Yes, it’s a brick-built Tudor sewer that is one of
the best-preserved in the country. Dominic, a direct descendent of Edward Seymour, offers to show me, and as I’ll do
anything in the name of historical research, I don a hard hat and head down the sewers (see image below). We end up
somewhere underneath the gardens in an area where the excavations have revealed the foundations of a Tudor tower
and other substantial walls. It’s totally fascinating stuff.
So often when I visit a historical site the interpretation has already been done, the phases of building are clear and so is
the history behind it. At Wolfhall there is so much more to explore and discover. It’s a very exciting time!

Burbage Gala Week 12 July 2018 Daytime Exhibition

Burbage Gala Week Wolfhall Evening Lecture
A remarkable 130 people attended the evening lecture in Burbage village hall, on one of the hottest
evenings of 2018. Wolfhall historian Graham Bathe (see image below), who has been studying the
Seymours and Savernake for 20 years, presented the latest revelations from archaeological and
documentary research at the property. He described how the surviving Wolfhall has several building
phases. The beautiful western side, facing the main gardens, is half-timbered, and is the oldest part,
deriving from Tudor times and the 17th century. The northern frontage, facing the railings, is Georgian,
built about 1750 to the highest architectural fashion, and designed to be a prominent feature in the
landscape. A Victorian extension was added in 1880. However, the current Wolfhall is only a tiny
fraction of the palatial buildings which once existed there.
Wolfhall was first mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086, and a manor house probably existed from
early times. In the 1300s, Sir William Esturmy, Speaker of the House of Commons, built a large house
in natural stone at Wolfhall, with its own chapel. A massive masonry wall, one metre wide, recently
found during excavation, seems to stem from this date. Then, in the 1530s, Wolfhall was reconstructed
as a colossal Tudor building by Sir John Seymour. Documents recently discovered suggest that in
1531 Wolfhall was covered in scaffolding, and this seems to date the upgrade and extension. Much of
the old masonry was demolished, sewer tunnels were installed, and a new place was built in brick, with
fashionable Tudor chimneys, hexagonal towers and ornate designs. There were at least two
courtyards, a gatehouse, the king’s chamber reserved for royalty, a long gallery, a treasury, weaponry,
evidence room, chapel (with resident priest) and massive kitchens, together with family rooms and
nurseries and many outbuildings and barns. It had over 30 beds. There were eight gardens, including
a box garden, primrose garden, great paled garden, and my old lady’s garden and my young lady’s
garden.
It was in September 1535 that Henry VIII stayed for a week, and explored the new palatial building, and
doubtless much more. Within eight months, Anne Boleyn had been executed, and a few days later he
married Jane Seymour of Wolfhall. She gave birth to Henry’s much sought-after male heir (who later
became King Edward VI). Although Jane died shortly after childbirth, Henry continued to visit Wolfhall.
Wolfhall’s demise was rapid. After Sir John’s death it was held by Jane’s brother, Edward Seymour,
Duke of Somerset and Lord Protector. Following his execution in 1552, Wolfhall lay unoccupied for 20
years and began to decay. The Duke’s son decided to build a new mansion at Tottenham Park, just to
the north. However, the current Manor House retains many features from Wolfhall’s heyday, when it
entertained hundreds of guests and was visited by royalty.

A Fish Diet
One of the commonest artefacts found in the Wolfhall archaeological excavations are oyster shells.
The Seymour household of Wolfhall ate hundreds (often 500) oysters each week. The catholic
requirement to refrain from eating meat on Fridays generated a huge demand for fish products,
although occasionally certain animals like puffins, porpoises and beavers, were also classified as ‘fish’
because of their aquatic lifestyles.
During Lent, the demand for fish also increased. For example, the accounts for Wolfhall from 1537
show household stewards bought 10 couple of dry ling (related to cod), one case of red herring, two
cases of sprats, a barrel of eels, one dozen ‘Holland eels’, 3 boxes of stockfish (probably cod), and a
piece of sturgeon. Salt was purchased for the herrings. These supplies were bought in Fish Street in
London for three pounds and four shillings. They weighed a total of seven and a half hundredweight
(about 400kg), and were transported to Holborn, and then carted to Marlborough, at a cost of 12
shillings.
Rays, salmon, conger, lampreys, white herring, lobsters and cod-heads were also purchased, and a
number of products which are more difficult to identify, named from where they were landed, including
‘Milwell fish’, ‘Newland fish’ and ‘Aberdeen fish’. A fisherman was also employed at Wolfhall, catching
trout in Bedwyn Water, and using boats and nets in estate ponds. For local fish, these could be
consumed in fresh condition. However, for oysters and fish caught in distant seas, and then
transported by horse and cart from London or Southampton to land-locked Wiltshire, the scope for
deterioration seems daunting. Even with salting, and masking flavours under a barrage of spices, the
dangers of crippling (and embarrassing) food-poisoning must have been ever-present in Tudor times.

Wolfhall joins the Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership
In July, Wolfhall joined the Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership (PVTP) www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk and
we went along to support another 'partnership' location at nearby Wilton Windmill
www.wiltonwindmill.co.uk at their Wind in the Willows Family Fun Day on 21 July 2018. Dee and Debs
so enjoyed speaking to everyone who stopped by the Wolfhall stand (see image below) to read all
about Wolfhall's history and to view the archaeology photo display. The weather was glorious and as
you can see they had a fantastic view of the wonderful windmill, they both thoroughly enjoyed the
day. Thanks to Susie and the team at the 'Partnership' for all their help.

Wolfhall Open Day
Here's a collage of images taken at our fantastic Wolfhall Open Day held on 11 August 2018 where
over 200 guests came to hear Historian and best-selling author Alison Weir deliver a talk on her latest
book 'Jane Seymour - The Haunted Queen' and to be served a cream tea by our good friend and
supporter Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen.

Group visit from 'Historic Houses'

Our Chair Dee writes...
On Thursday 4 October, 2018 we had a delightful morning with 52 members from ' Historic Houses '.
Although the weather was somewhat overcast, the warm tea and biscuits served from the most
scrumptious paper cups and plates, made it a little more warming.
Whilst those who knew each other, and those that didn't, all enjoyed a chat in the garden with the '
Tudor ' part of ' Wolfhall ' behind them.
Photographs (see images below) and refreshments taken, it was then time to listen to the exciting talk
from our historian ' Graham Bathe ' and what a delight he is. You could honestly spend hours listening
to Graham. Every time I listen to one of his talks, I learn a little more.
The thrill of looking at the recent digs and items found, made it a splendid way to conclude their trip.
Good ideas that were left with us, will no doubt be spoken about and truly considered.
We look forward to seeing you again, and upon your next visit you will hopefully notice how we have
progressed.

And finally...

This sad newspaper snippet about Robert Pinckney who lived in Wolfhall Manor is from the Hampshire
Chronicle dated Monday 22 October 1810. Many thanks to 'Friend of Wolfhall' Neil Maw for emailing
this in to us.

